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unanimous opinion that the army ought to return to
Scotland. ^ Lord George pointed out that they were about
to be environed by three armies, amounting collectively to
about thirty thousand men, -while their own forces were not
above five thousand, if so many. Supposing an unsuccessful
engagement with any of these armies, it could not be
expected that one man would escape, for the militia would
beset every road. The Prince, if not slain in the battle,
must fall into the enemy's hands; the whole world would
blame them as fools for running into such a, risk. Charles
answered, that he regarded not his own danger. He
pressed, with all the force of argument, to go forward. He
did not doubt, he said, that the justice of his cause would
prevail. He was hopeful that there might be a defection in
the enemy's army, and that many would declare for him.
He was so very bent on putting all to the risk, that the
Duke of Perth was for it, since his Royal Highness was. At
last ^he proposed going to Wales instead of returning to
Carlisle; but eveiy other officer declared his opinion for a
retreat. These are nearly the words of Lord George Murray.
We are_ elsewhere told that the Prince condescended to use
entreaties to induce his adherents to alter their resolution.
"Rather than go back", he said, "I would wish to be twenty
feet under ground !" His chagrin, when he found his coun-
cillors obdurate, was beyond all bounds. The council broke
up, on the understanding- that the retreat was to commence
next morning; Lord George volunteering to take the place
of honour in the rear, provided only that he should not be
troubled with the baggage.'
This resolution was received by the army with marks of
unequivocal vexation. Retreat, in their estimation, was
little less than overthrow; and it was most galling to find
that, after all their labours, hazards, and toils, they were
doomed to disappointment at the very moment when the
prize seemed ready for their grasp. That the movement
was an injudicious one is, I think, obvious. We are told,
upon good authority, ' that the very boldness of the Prince's
onward movement, especially taken into connection with
the expected descent from Prance, had at length disposed
the English Jacobites to come out; and many were just on
the point of declaring themselves, and marching to join his
army, when the retreat from Derby was determined on.
A Mr. Barry arrived in Derby two days after the Prince left
it, with a message from Sir Watkin William Wynne and
Lord Barrymore, to assure him, in the names of many friends
of the cause, that they were ready to join him in what
manner he pleased, either in the capital, or every one to rise
in his own country.1 I have likewise been assured that
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